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GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEWS 

Syria and the Syrian Question 
AuGUSTiN Bernard. La Syrie et les Syriens. Ann. de Geogr., No. 151, Vol. 28, 1919, 

pp. 33-51- 
Arthur Ruppin. Syria: An Economic Survey. Transl. and abridged by Nellie Straus. 

92 and iv pp.; bibliogr. The Provisional Zionist Committee, New York, 1918. 75 

cents. 9x6 inches. 

The author of "La Syrie et les Syriens" first calls attention to the historic frontiers of the 
country, which included the region from Antioch to the Sinai peninsula and from the 
Mediterranean to the desert east of the coastal mountains. Thus defined Syria is a strip 
of country 600 miles long and less than 100 miles wide, in which the sea plays somewhat the 
same rdle as the Nile in Egypt. He would not accept the old boundary of the Orontes at 
the north, considering the Taurus and the Anti-Taurus as the natural frontier on this side — 
the more as the Gulf of Alexandretta is a coastal feature of vital importance, a natural 
outlet for large parts of Syria, Mesopotamia, Armenia, and Anatolia; and if held by any 
one of these with no outside supervision, the result would be harmful to the other inter- 
ested parties. 

The author reviews the agricultural possibilities, particularly the production of cotton 
on the plains of Adana where 800,000 hectares of cotton land may be eventually developed. 
The railroads reflect the vagaries of international politics. They are local lines that now 
need integration. Only their connection with those of Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and Egypt 
will bring Syria into one of the main currents of world trade. In Phoenician times Syria 
was a great center of the Near Eastern world; and this position it kept until the Turk came 
and the route to India was opened. The opening of the Suez route was a final blow to the 
commercial power of Syria. Far-famed Damascus kept only its commerce with the desert 
Bedouins. 

The former population of Syria is alleged to have been 20,000,000 to 30,000,000; its present 
population is estimated at 3,500,000 to 4,000,000, or 26 to the square mile. More than a 
quarter of the population lives in the 28 principal cities. The rural population is very 
unevenly distributed. The greatest regional density is 230 to the square mile, in the 
Lebanon. The security of the plains, as well as their greater fertility, is responsible for the 
concentration of population there. The limits of nomadism, like the isohyets, run in a 
southwest-northeast direction. A half million Syrians live outside Syria — in the United 
States, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Australia, western Africa, and Japan. Immigration is 
almost negligible, and the increase of population is slow, owing to massacres, a high rate of 
infant mortality, and bad government. A few Berbers have come in, a few Kurds, a few 
German colonists, and the Zionist colonists of Palestine. 

There is a useful discussion of the mixture of races and religions. There are 29 officially 
recognized religious groups, which fall into three main classes — Mohammedans, Christians, 
Jews. Of the total population nearly 2,500,000 are Mohammedans. There are 950,000 Chris- 
tians, or one-fourth of the total. Of these the largest group is composed of 380,000 Maro- 
nites; then come the Greek Orthodox with 240,000. Jews numbered only 30,000 seventy 
years ago and now number 100,000 in Palestine or 125,000 in all Syria, including Palestine. 
The author argues against Jewish control in a Zionist state. He considers the religious ques- 
tion less formidable than many others, seeing that religious differences were formerly 
made the instrument of politics and that left alone, Armenians and Kurds, Maronites and 
Druses live together peaceably. Effective policing would reduce the raids of the nomads. 
Even so its mixture of races and religions will make Syria difficult to govern. It is believed 
that in time there will be three foci of population: a Mohammedan focus at Aleppo and 
Hama; a central Christian focus at Beirut; a southern Jewish center at Haifa and Jeru- 
salem. There would also be a nucleus of Mohammedans at Damascus, of Druses in the 
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Haurftn, and of Armenians about the Gulf of Alexandretta. Left to rule themselves, there 
would be bloodshed; an outside force is necessary. French commercial and political 
interests and objects are reviewed briefly. 

From the list of references given and from internal evidence, Ruppin's survey of the 
economic condition of Syria seems to be the result of careful work. It is really a source 
book of the commercial geography and economics of Syria. Its trade statistics are logi- 
cally arranged. The resources of every kind are described in illuminating terms whether 
the author deals with forestry, or agriculture, or irrigation. Of special interest is a list 
(pp. 29-31) of the Jewish agricultural settlements of Palestine in 1914, giving location, 
area, population, principal products and date of foundation. The accompanying notes 
on these colonies give a close view of their history and present economic status. 

Historical Claims and Territorial Disputes in Central Europe 

E. Schwab. Territoriale Abrundungsbestrebungen in Mitteleuropa: Ein Beitrag 
zur historisch-politischen Geographie der ehemaligenosterr.-ung. Monarchie. 

Map. Kartogr. und Schulgeogr. Zeitschr., Vol. 8, 1919, Nos. sand 6, pp. 76-79. Vienna. 
The greater part of this paper deals with the historical successions and territorial changes 
that have taken place in the six geographical systems, so-called, that lie in the Danube 
basin. Each system is now expressed politically in a national home (owing to the break-up 
of the Austro-Hungarian realm), and each has in the course of history brought forth an 
empire of wide influence and extent. The fullest extent of each, at some time in its history, 
has been reached at the expense of its neighbors. Thus have arisen conflicting historical 
claims that have led to present-day territorial disputes of grave consequence for the peace 
of Europe. By combining the historical with the ethnic principle the author has derived 
a map, printed in color, which shows the overlapping claims of Central Europe and part 
of the Balkans. Nothing else could show more clearly at once the great complexity of 
the territorial disputes of the region and the custom of European peoples of thinking 
historically in contrast to the simpler processes related to boundary settlements that 
operate in America and other relatively new lands. 

An Ethno-geographical Analysis of Indian Cultures in the Gran Chaco 

Erland Nordenskiold. An Ethno- Geographical Analysis of the Material Culture 
of Two Indian Tribes in the Gran Chaco. xi and 295 pp; maps, diagrs., ills., 
bibliogr. (Comparative Ethnographical Studies, Vol. I.) Goteborg, 1918. 9>^x6^ inches. 

Idem. The Changes in the Material Culture of Two Indian Tribes under the 
Influence of New Surroundings, xvi and 245 pp.; maps, diagrs., ills., bibliogr. 
(Comparative Ethnographical Studies, Vol. 2.) Goteborg, 1920. g}4 x 6^4 inches. 

In these two volumes Dr. Nordenskiold gives the results of his studies of Indian tribes 
of southern Bolivia and northern Argentina initiated years ago and continued in several 
later expeditions. Dr. Nordenskiold 's method is to assemble the information supplied 
by the literature; to supplement this with information on the civilization of the Indians 
from missionaries and travelers; and, in the light of the data thus acquired and of his 
own field studies, to analyze the material culture of the Indians. The two volumes to- 
gether contain 60 maps, showing the distribution of culture elements among the Choroti, 
Ashluslay, Chiriguano, and Chan6. These Indian tribes occupy the region from Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra southward nearly to the Rio Bermejo — the transition country between 
the Andean realm and the plains of Gran Chaco, a region in part densely forested, in part 
poorly wooded. The location of the settlements is governed by the water supply. While 
some of the streams are through-flowing the greater number of them disappear at the 
inner edge of the piedmont plain. Big game is scarce. The Chiriguano and Chan6 Indians 
live almost wholly by agriculture; maize can be produced easily. In years of little or 



